
C O N G R E S S  G O T  
T H E  R F S  R I G H T:   

By every measure, the RFS has met, and frequently exceeded, 

expectations set by Congress. Farmers and businesses are 

innovating and making cleaner fuels that create new jobs.  

Consumers are breathing easier and saving money at the pump.

AMERICAN JOBS AND ECONOMIC GROWTH

HIGH OCTANE HORSEPOWER

CLEANER AIR

1.  2015 GREET model and CARB calculations; Gasoline has a carbon intensity of 99.78 grams of CO2 per 
MJ, Average Midwest Corn Ethanol with land use change has a carbon intensity of 52 grams of CO2 per 
MJ.  http://greet.es.anl.gov

ADVANCED BIOFUEL INNOVATIONS 

American farmers and businesses produced 
14.7 billion gallons of ethanol in 2015 and 
helped support over 357,000 jobs and $24 
billion in household income. 
Source: Fuels America

EPA expects 230 million gallons of cellulosic biofuel 
production in 2016, much of which will come from 
at least three ethanol companies.  Additional 
investments are planned in cellulosic and advanced 
biofuels if the RFS continues as Congress intended.  
Source: ACE

Refineries make low octane gasoline that can damage 
engines and void warranties, so they add ten percent 
ethanol (with an octane rating of 113) to make safe 
87-octane fuel. To comply with CO2 limits, automakers 
want even higher octane fuel and prefer ethanol, 
because it is affordable and clean.   
Source: ACE

The RFS reduces automotive GHG emissions, and the 
latest modeling from the DOE and CARB indicates that 
corn ethanol’s lifecycle GHG emissions are 47 percent 
lower than gasoline.1 Moreover, ethanol slashed 
tailpipe emissions more than 40 million metric tons 
in 2015. That’s like eliminating 9 million cars. 
Source: ACE



Since EPA approved E15, retailers say the fuel has become 
their first or second best-seller, with none of the repair 
claims or voided warranties predicted by Big Oil. 8 of every 
10 cars on the road are E15-approved and more than 20 
million FFVs can use higher ethanol blends and E85.  
Source: ACE

Some retailers can add E15 for less than $1000 
and stations that must convert dispensers pay 
less than $2500 per pump.  USDA and private 
funding will ensure additional infrastructure 
deployment nationwide.  
Source: ACE, PEI, USDA

From 2012 to 2015, ethanol production reached 
record levels, corn prices fell by more than 40 
percent, and the CPI for food decreased by just 26 
percent.  Clearly increased ethanol production 
does not result in higher food prices.  
Source: ACE

By a ratio of 2:1, the net energy balance of 
conventional ethanol is positive and the most 
efficient ethanol biorefineries have a 4:1 net energy 
balance.  In contrast, more fossil energy is consumed 
to make gasoline than the fuel delivers, and the 
carbon intensity of gasoline continues to get worse.    
Source: ACE, USDA.
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RFS OPPONENTS 
HAVE IT  WRONG:   

Big Oil and junk food companies want Congress to repeal or reduce 

the RFS because they don’t like competitive markets.  The doom and 

gloom they predict about ethanol is wrong and Congress needs to 

maintain a strong RFS.

“CARS CAN’T USE E15 AND FLEX FUELS” 

“E15 INFRASTRUCTURE COSTS TOO MUCH” 

“FOOD PRICES WILL RISE”

“ETHANOL IS INEFFICIENT” 


